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SW Gaffers PLYMOUTH RALLY Tuesday 22nd to Thursday 24th July
& ANNUAL RACE (Wed 23rd July)

Arrangements for the Plymouth Rally and Annual Race are now in place, following Martin and Jan's hard work. This is the text of the MailChimp invite: (press Ctrl & click on links to open)

Berthing and arrival, on Tuesday 22nd afternoon will be at the Mayflower Marina (Tel: 01752 556633 VHF CH 80),  SWOGA are offering a subsidised rate of £3.00 / meter (LOA incl. bowsprits) (usually £4.70) / night for the Tuesday 22nd, Wednesday 23rd & Thursday 24th), to take advantage of this, boat details need to be known in advance (see below)..  This is a link to Martin's plan of the marina & local tide table. We enter (large and small boats), from the northern (upstream) end.  There is strong ebb & flood stream at mid tide, which can affect turning.  We will need to raft, smaller boats to bigger. Small, trailerable, boats can launch from the public slipway, just north of the marina, almost directly to where our allocated pontoon is, they can then join the bigger boats and enjoy all the facilities of the marina, as well as one car parking space per boat at the above rates, if booked. (see below). Tuesday's LW is at 10:15 & HW is at 16:29 - coming on to springs by Sunday. The slipway is best avoided 2 hours either side of low water.  Jolly Jack's will also be open on the Tuesday (and Thursday) nights.  For those wishing to eat at Jolly Jacks (except Wednesday) you need to book separately but they will put the gaffers together.

The Annual Race will be run by, David Rollinson, of the Plym Yacht Club on Wednesday 23rd, assisted by a member of SW Gaffers (any volunteers?), a spreadsheet already exists to calculate the results after the race.    The first of three classes (smaller boats Class 3)  will start at 13:00. Please see and read the Notice of Race & Sailing Instructions here  and on the SW Area of the OGA website.  An A4 chartlet showing the marks is included.  Subject to confirmation at the Race Briefing, The smaller boats (Class 3) will start first and the others follow at ten minutes interval. A conventional, mass start, for each class at these intervals avoids excessive crowding near the start line and simplifies the race officer's task.

There will be a Race Briefing at 11:00 on Wednesday 23rd.  People attending without a boat, or not intending to race in their own, are encouraged to let it be known and attend the Race Briefing, as some boats may be gland of extra crew.

There will be a prizegiving at 18:00 hours on Wednesday 23rd, at Jolly Jack's, after the race, when the numerous trophies will be awarded.  Those with TROPHIES (link to spreadsheet if you can't remember!) from last year, need to bring these to the prizegiving, or, if necessary, contact swsec@oga.org  to arrange for them to be there on the day.. 

The prizegiving will be followed by a 2 to 3 course Dinner at Jolly Jack's (to be booked in advance - see below).

On the Thursday, arrangements have been made for a ferry to collect from the outer pontoon of the marina, at 11:30, To cross to Mt Edgecumbe, in Cornwall, where light lunches and cream teas can be had, alternatively the Edgcumbe Arms does "all day carvery", pub snacks and good beer.  Mount Edgcume House is a short walk or buggy ride away, with Farrier's cafe and other attractions in the Barrow Courtyard.  All in addition to the many fine walks, which could await, any of us who want.  It would be helpful to have an idea of likely numbers for the ferry (£2.50 each way).  We will probably arrange a single return to the pontoon at 15:00, tbc at Wednesday's Briefing dependent on weather, preferences etc.

Please complete the Registration, Berthing and Menu Choices form,  here  .or .PDF  and return it to swsec@oga.org.uk by Thursday July 10th

Boats will disperse during the Friday morning, some towards Looe Luggers & Classics at the weekend and / or Fowey Classics the following Tuesday.  Although not run by the OGA, we are always welcome at these events and registration forms are already available on their websites and also links on the SW Area Events page of the OGA Website

In other news, Those of you following the SW Gaffers WhatsApp, (follow this email link to join) will  be aware that "Alice" , Phil Codgel, is to be congratulated for sweeping the board in their class at the Falmouth Classics and "Cynthia", Peter Lucas, for winning at The Helford Rally.  "Cynthia" was one of at least 7 vessels from the SW Area (including 3 from the Channel Islands and one singlehanded) who attended the St Malo OGA event in France.  All SW boats are now safely home.and some, who couldn't come at the last minute, are now back on form. 

We look forward to any short articles about these and other events and activities in Dogwatch and Gaffers Log.  Both might be able to accept copy for the mid July editions or else will publish in the autumn.

In the meantime, some of you, with smaller vessels, may be attending the Mylor  OGA Small Boats event at Mylor on 4th July and I may see some of you there.

Enjoy the heat, and fair winds

Kind regards
David Patuck – Secretary South West Area of the OGA       Tel:  0797 4827469 .
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