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It’sbeenanexcitingandfulfillingyearhereintheNorthEast.Asreportedinthisyear’s

GaffersLogs,ourmainactivityhasbeengettingourOGADinghyProjectupandrunning.

We’redelightedtobeabletoreportthatwe’vestartedourfirstdinghybuildatTunstall

CollegeinHartlepool.From ourfirstcontactwiththeHeadteacherofTunstallschoolatlast

year’sPuffinFestivalinMay,westartedtheprojectattheschoolinNovemberthisyear.

Fundraisingforthisfirstbuildcamefrom ourowneffortsata

CurryNight(£500),ShantyNight(£400),YouthFunddonation

(£500)andprivatedonationsamountingto£900.

Following our application to the Freemasons of

Northumberland,weweredelightedtobeawardedthesum of

£5,000tobuildacompletedinghysponsoredbythem.This

seconddinghywillbebuiltatTheDuchessSchool,Alnwick.

theNationalLotterystillwon’tgiveusanymoney!

Atthestartoftheyearweinvestedinourownlovelyyellow

NEOGA gazebo.Wehavebeenusingthistopromotethe

NorthEastOldGaffersatvariousfestivalsaroundthearea.

We attended the Coble Festivalin Bridlington which

generatedahugeamountofinterestinourdinghyproject

andtheOGAingeneral,we’rehopefulofpickingupsome

extramembersonthebackofthis.

AnotherhighlightofthefestivalwasavisittoourstandbyAndrewWolstenholme,thedinghy

designer,Andrewwasdelightedtoseethathisdesignwasbeingusedforsuchalaudable

project.He was glad thatthe build was being undertaken bya localschoolthereby

encouragingyoungpeopletotrysailingingaffriggedvessels,whichwasexactlythebrief

fortheoriginaldesign

OurPresident,Des,wasinvitedtoattendtheAGM oftheCobleandKeelboatSocietyto

encourageourongoingrelationshipwiththem.

SomeofourmemberstookpartintheroundBritainvoyageontheWilliams2,completing

severalofthelegsandhavinggreatfunsailinga100-year-old100TonBalticTrader.

Inthecomingyear,wewillbeprogressingtheDinghyProjectbystartingthesecondbuildat

AlnwickinFebruary.Ourfund-raisingactivitieswillcontinue,withanothercurrynightand

futureeventsstilltobeconfirmed.Wewouldhopetohavestartedthethirddinghybuildby

thesummer.

WeareplanningaNorthEastRegattatobeheldonthe13thand14thofJuneatthePortof

Blyth.Weshouldhavearound8or9gaffdinghies,includingthetwowearecurrentlybuilding

andhopefullyTonyKiddle’soriginaldinghy.Wearehopingtogetlocalworkingcoblesto

attendandalsoaseriesofskiffracesinvolvingcommunityskiffrowingclubs.Wewould
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alsowelcomeanyonefrom thetrailersectionwhowouldliketosamplesailingintheNorth

East!AndwouldhopetoseesomeEastCoastandScottishmembersattendwiththeirboats.


