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The East Coast OGA welcomes all boats participating in the OGA Round Britain 60 to Ramsgate, the official start of the RBC 60.

The local OGA contact for Ramsgate is Robert Holden on yacht Emanuel.  Phone: +44 7973 468961 or email: robertjan.holden@btinternet.com 

Arriving at Ramsgate
Arriving from outside the UK
If you arrive at Ramsgate from outside the UK please refer to the UK rules which can be found at: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/sailing-a-pleasure-craft-that-is-arriving-in-the-uk
In summary:
· Submit a voyage plan before you depart from the Schengen area, using the Pleasure Craft Report (sPCR) system
· Fly the yellow ‘Q’ flag on entering UK territorial waters
· Declare any goods in excess of customs allowances
· Wait for Border Force to give you immigration clearance
· Comply with any other instructions you are given by Border Force or National Yachtline.

Local Navigation
Summary – refer to your charts / pilot books for the approach to Ramsgate.  Keep a good look out for commercial vessels, particularly fast moving wind farm boats.  Call Ramsgate Port Control on VHF channel 14 before entry. Contact Ramsgate Marina on channel 80 for berthing instructions when entering the Royal Harbour.
Useful information for entering Ramsgate, and other ports and harbours around the UK can be found online: www.visitmyharbour.com/ 

Berthing will be reserved for the OGA boats at the eastern end of the Inner Harbour.  Access to the Inner Harbour is via a narrow opening on the crosswall easily seen and identified by the raised bridge pointing to the sky. It is broken and anchored in the up position. Entry is controlled by the usual 3 red or green lights set vertically.  The water is now held back by newish looking mitre gates along with a flap gate that lowers to the seabed.  When the gates are closed foot traffic uses a walkway on the top of the mitre gates.  Gates open 2 hours before HW to 2 hours after.  Permission to enter or leave is by VHF Channel 14.  Once in the Inner Harbour and clear of the gates, cross cautiously to the opposite side, turn to starboard and follow the harbour wall to the end.  There is reasonable turning room but larger gaffers might prefer to warp their gaffer around.


Transport to/from Ramsgate for crew changes
There is no ferry service to/from Ramsgate – the nearest passenger ferry is Dover.  There is a direct rail service between Ramsgate and Dover (approx. 40 minutes).
Trains from Ramsgate go direct to Ashford & Ebbsfleet International (for Eurostar), Stratford International and London (London Bridge / St Pancras).  Ramsgate train station is quite a distance from the Harbour – there is a taxi rank and also the Loop bus service which stops at the Harbour (just ensure that you get on the bus heading to Ramsgate not the opposite direction round Thanet).
National Express coaches (number 22) go direct to London Victoria.
The nearest airport is London Gatwick – trains and coaches will go via London Victoria to Gatwick. The train from London Victoria requires you to change at Redhill, then stops at Ashford, Canterbury and Ramsgate.

OGA RBC60 Activities at Ramsgate
· For early arrivals, there will be an optional trip to Sandwich.  Robert Holden will act as pilot for the trip.  Boats will depart on Friday 28th for Sandwich, and return to Ramsgate on Saturday 29th.
· There will be a meal ashore at the Wetherspoons pub ‘the Royal Victoria Pavilion’ on Sunday 30th April at 7pm.

Local information
· Groceries – there is a Waitrose very close to the harbour, with ASDA, ALDI and Tesco Express within half a mile.
· Banks – Lloyds, Barclays and Halifax on Queen St near the harbour, others slighter further away.
· Chandlers – Marlec Marine beside the inner harbour.
· Sailmaker – Northrop Sails beside the inner harbour.
· Shipwright / engine repairs – Ramsgate Marine Ltd beside the inner harbour.
Places to visit – ashore
· The 'Viking Ship' Hugin - on permanent display on the Pegwell Bay cliff top just south of Ramsgate - is a replica of a re-constructed Viking Longship which sailed from Denmark to Thanet in 1949. 
· Ramsgate tunnels – beneath the town lies an abandoned labyrinth of tunnels which were constructed as part of the town’s Air Raid Precautions in 1939 and includes a former main line railway tunnel dating back to 1863.
· The Maritime museum on the quayside is currently closed for building work.
· Spitfire and Hurricane Memorial Museum at RAF Manston just west of Ramsgate.
Places to visit – by boat
· Sandwich is picturesque and historical but can only be approached on a rising tide up a winding channel, and yachts need to lie alongside the town quay.  Not recommended for drafts over 2m.
· Rye is also very old and pretty, but boats need to take the ground.


We wish all OGA participants a safe passage onwards to the Solent and a fantastic circumnavigation!
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